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Instead of wasting energy on trying to reinterpret urban laws, the Government
would do better to make the terms of the law user friendly for the common man

Mixed up on mixed land use

» past fortnight witnessed
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ban law and governance. The
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interpreted. the Courts are pro-
nouncing judgements that explain
the meaning of standard urban law
terms.
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added on to what is measurable and
visible, when one buys a property?
What is meant by “common
spaces”? Who owns and maintains
them? The list is long and winding
but it is an issue that needs to be
addressed.

Belling the cat

That's easier sald than done.
Which ministry of the Government
would initiate action on the matter?
Which is the administrative min-
istry concerned with the urban
planning profession and the real es-
tate industry? No one seems to have
any ready answers. Urban planning
does not have a statutory body to
regulate the profession. Nor Is there
any mechanism to regulate the real
estate industry.

Our municipal laws are in a
meze The fact that the Supreme

Wanted: clarity and
focus

What is needed is that the Min-
istry of Urban Development should
create model laws which are seam
less and which can define the rolés
and responsibilities of the planning
and municipal bodies. It should de-
fine the frequently used terms
clearly and crisply and ensure that
these are part of all urban laws all
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over the country.
After all, if we can common new
laws like Value Added Tax and



